suffered from extensive bleaching. The most severe bleaching occurred in Ishigaki Island, with 90% and 40-55% corals bleached in Sekisei Lagoon and Shiraho Reef, respectively (Fig. 1a) . In Okinawa, 50-80% of corals were bleached (Fig. 1b) . This event was part of a global bleaching event starting in the Mariana Islands (6.2), Kushi moto (7.8) and Ogasawara (4.8), and low in Guam (1.4) and Palau (2.3).
This event further confirmed that the DHW value of 8℃-weeks can be used as a threshold for widespread bleaching (Liu et al., 2013) , and validates Kayanne (2017) in which historical observation of bleaching and DHW from 1982 to 2015 was compared. A DHW of 8℃-weeks corresponds to a one-month averaged anomaly of 2℃ during the warmest season of the year, a thermal environment that could be easily attained under projected 2℃ global warming.
